





Thank you for your patience while we considered the below request.

We appreciate HBO Max’s engagement on the implementation of the SVOD Australian Content
Requirement to date, and its efforts to acquire and commission Australian content.
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For clarity, qualifying expenditure is expenditure made on the commissioning or acquisition of eligible
Australian programs before that programs are made available to the public in Australia (other than by being
shown in a cinema). However, there is no requirement on the SVOD to premiere the program on its service
prior to TVOD/EST exhibition. In other words, the program is not prevented from being shown on any
platform or location. What is important is that the expenditure is incurred before it is shown.

The below examples may be of some assistance.

Example 1:

¢ An eligible Australian program is released theatrically on 2 January 2026

e SVOD A acquires the program on 4 February 2026. Expenditure acquiring the program is incurred on
that date.

e The program is then made available for purchase as a DVD or Blu Ray on 10 March 2026, and on an
app store on 15 March 2026. This is the first time to program has been made available to the public in
Australia (other than a cinema).

e The program is then made available on SVOD A’s Australian service on 21 April 2026.

In this example, this is qualifying expenditure because the money was spent acquiring the program on 4
February, before it is made available to the public in Australia (anywhere other than a cinema).

Example 2:

¢ A new Australian program was released theatrically in February 2025, before being made available for
purchase in an app store on 4 April 2025.

e SVOD B acquires that Australian program on 5 May 2026. Expenditure acquiring the program is incurred
on that date.

e SVOD B shows the program on its Australian service on 1 June 2026.

In this example, the program was made available to the public (anywhere other than a cinema) on 4 April
2025, before it was acquired by SVOD B on 5 May 2026. this means that SVOD B’s expenditure is not
qualifying expenditure.

We are happy to arrange a time to meet to discuss any of the information contained in this email.

Senior Regulatory Officer
Local Content and Discoverability

Australian Communications and Media Authority

@acma.gov.au

acma.gov.au
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Kind regards

¥

hbomax.com

NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all
copies of the original message.
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